
answers Our panel of experts and advisors offer their 

migration Down Under in the light of the current Below The stronger 

pound means you 

get more for your 

money Down Under 

�Those Who had sought. fiuiaticial advice 

ear1 �vili have done very well� 

ow will the �Credit 

Crunch� impact upon 

the New Zealand and 

Australian economies 

What will the e1 he on property 

markets? Will there still be jobs for 

migrants? And how is the change in 

the global econom affecting those 

keen to flli)VC Down Under? We 

polled top financial and migration 

experts to get the lowdown on these 

crucial questions. 

�WIt�s actually a great time for Brits 

to migrate to as the 

stronger pound means you are 

getting more for your motley, says 

Maryanne Gruar, director of True 

Blue Migration. �This spans 

everything from visa fees and 

reconnaissance trips I)own Under 

to exchanging your savings. And 

\V ith the heat n OW out of the 

housing market and home loan 

interest rates dropping steadily, the 

time is ripe to buy real estate too.� 

C;ei-aint I)avies, di rector of 

Montfort International, adds that 

those who plan ahead financially 

stand to reap the beneths. In a 

feature on pensions, published in 

Aiisti & Ncii� Zc magazine, 

the company advised iii igrants to 

look into U K Self Invested Personal 

Pensions (SI PPs) schemes, which 

allo\v in vestors to benefit from a 

favourable exchange rate. 

�When the Reserve Bank of 

Australia dropped their interest rate 

at the beginning of October. 

exchange rates rose from around 

A$2.2() to the pound to a peak of 

A$2.71 per pound. Those 

sought fInancial advice early 

have done very well.� 

Mike Cole, of BritsNZ 

�In New Zealand we will 

to see interest rates fall, and 

means this is an awesome time 

have sonic �market orders 

meaning that if the NZ dollar 

Nayl NZ$2.95 to the pound, 

currency specialist should 

certain amount otcurrencv. 

is to take a rate when it hits 

be greedy.� 

�The swing in exchange 

means migration agents are 

secure cheaper health care 

the UK, rather than upon 

Australia, Tony Mooney, 

Southern Cross Settlement 

Services points out. 

JflR9 ANP 

The outlook is also positive 

comes to jobs. �Despite the 

credit crunch, the demand 

workers in Australia is still 

2( )( )8�2()( )9 Migration Program 

been set at 19ft30() places, 
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ÓBusinesses still need skilled stafl 

says Gruar. ÓThe Migration 

Occupation l)emand List (MOi)L) 

indicates that tradespeople, 

accountants, engineers and IT 

professionals are still urgently 

sought, with many of these job 

holders able to obtain permanent 

residency immediately 

Emma Roberts, of Next Step 

Australia agrees: ÓThe employment 

market in Australia is still tar more 

buoyant than in the UK, although 

employers have become fi more 

specific about the qualifications and 

experience they need.Ô 

Although the jobs market in New 

Zealand is relatively tougher, there 

are still plenty of opportunities: 

ÓUnemployment for skilled people 

is vlrtually nil in NZ, so migrants 

should be okay,Ô says Geoff Taylor, 

of the Emigration Group. 

ÓEven with an economic 

downturn, jobs are still there, but 

may not be so abundant as 

previously. The secret is knowing 

how to market yourself to an 

overseas company. DonÒt rely on the 

jobs advertised in the papers as this 

puts you in direct competition with 

locals. ItÒs better to try and tap into 

the unadvertised job market, one 

reason The Emigration Group has 

challenges in the housing market are 

well documented, there are options 

for people who are prepared to be 

more flexible 

ÓRenting their UK house out and 

reÙmortgaging to release some 

equity puts the migrant back in 

control of their move, rather than 

letting their house control them.Ô 

Tony Mooney, of Southern Cross 

Resettlement, even points out some 

unexpected benefits: ÓClients who 

choose to rent out their house can 

move quicker, and start work sooner 

with their new employerÔ, he says. 

And Geoff Taylor, of the 

Emigration Group, has this to add: 

ÓL thr skilled 

people is virtually nil in NZ, so 

rnigraiit silOul(i be okay 

ÓMany people have up to five years 

(Australia) and three years (NZ) in 

which to emigrate. 

ÓSo my advice is, if youÒre eligible, 

secure your visa now, then concern 

yourself with the timing of your 

move.Ô As ft property, with 

bargains to be had 1)own Under, 

even if migrants make a Ópaper lossÔ 

on the sale of their home, they can 

make up for this on what they buy. 

They can also look forward to an 

inc reasi ugly favourable exchange 

rate as the Aussie and Kiwi dollar 

finally slide against the pound. 

But how are these countriesÒ 

economies likely to fare in 

comparison to the UK? 

ÓThe NZ economy is predicted to 

come through recession better than 

most,Ô says Geoff Taylor. ÓThe 

agrees. ÓEconomies around the 

world are suffering, however, the 

peaks and troughs of the NZ 

economy are not as severe as in 

UK. While the job market has 

tightened a bit, there are still good 

opportunities for migrants.Ô 

HOT TO TROT! 

AustraliaÒs immigration minister, 

Chris Evans, recently said: ÓThe 

downturn in Great Britain over 

last year or two has seen a renewed 

interest in people looking to 

migrate, either temporarily or 

permanently.Ô 

ÓThe credit crunch is proving 

unexpectedly beneficial for the 

migration market;Ò confirms 

Andrew Hams, of Montfort 

International. Geoff Taylor, agrees: 

ÓIt seems half the UK want to 

The Emigration Group is receiving 

record number of enquiries.Ô 

ÓNumbers are going up!Ô 

confirms Maryanne Gruar. ÓAs 

of our English clients said: ÓIf things 

are tough everywhere, you might 

well be in the sun!Ô 0 

I For more advice from the experts 

our full Credit Crunch expert tips 

acknowledged overÙ 

valued NZ dollar.Ô 

Craig Millard 
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