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SWEET

Times of economic difficulty are often a catalyst for people to leave the country.
Elizabeth Udall investigates whether we are becoming an emigration nation

ithin six months of making

the decision, Marie
Pickering and her family had
swapped their three-bed semi for
an enormous house on the other
side of the world with sunsets over
the bay. “We wanted a new life,"
says Marie. “An adventure.”

Marie isn't the only one. Every

three minutes, a Briton leaves this

people redundant, pernaps wnoie T UK UIETE 13 Ve pei-up
workforces. The ex-employees don't  desire to emigrate than we realise,"
see much in the way of employment  says Danny Dorling. ‘It natural
opportunities where they live but  for human beings to migrate, to
they now have redundancy capital  want to explore. Research has
siting in the bank, These things give  shown it genetic. We're born
them a shove and with a better with an innate desire to goand
chance of work overseas, not to have a look somewhere else.”
mention the chance of a better And Danny cautions against those
quality of ife, it s not hard tosee  who raise fears of a sills drain away
why emigrating appeals.” from the UK. “There are always

And alongside work and Ifestyle,  short-term fluctuations dependent
the reason consistently givenby  on the job market, wars and even
fashions. But over 150 years net
migration i farly equally halanced.”

n 2006, one in eight British
emigrants moved to the US. The
number of UK nationals becoming
- permanent residents in Canada rose
-~ from5,199in 2003 to 8,1281n 2007,

and New Zealand is consistently w

HOME

country to go and live permanently  Statistics (ONS) shows thatby £
somewhere else. An Institute for ~ September 2008, more than 165,000
Publc Policy Research (IPPR) study UK nationals had already emigrated
in 2006 suggested that onein 12 in the space of nine months.

UK nationals may now be living “fter years of rising migration
abroad, and latest figures show that  into the UK, the trend is reversing.
emigration of UK nationals n recent  Immigration is stabilsing and
yearsis atits greatestlevel since ~ emigration is increasing,” says
before World War One. Latest annual - Tim Finch, Head of Migration at the
data from the Offce for National -~ PPR. “This s what we would expect









